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In 1885, Eleanor S. and Benjamin F. Parkes sold 160 acres to Rev. J.A.B. Wilsonof ¢ gj ggpED &iuyr EOE G

ou

Philadelphia and Henry R. Bennett and Samuel T. Jones of Dover, Delaware. Later

that year, these three owners incorporated as the Parksley Land and Improvement 1 ! 1 OOdBW 01 U w’ Qi GEWT 1T QOT Y

Co. The land was surveyed and laid out into lots. Other PL&I shareholders were I UOP @G B w! Eadaw! WhedDYdwdi DOl y
Benjamin B. and Catherine Jones Bennett (H.R.O&6s parents) and EIlizabeth S.
Chadbourne. H.R. Bennett was the president, but because he traveled off the T "EOCOQSuD®ET w/ UT UPETI O0wOi w/ 1 OOUaOYEOODE W
Shore extensively, Chadbourne handled most of the business as secretary and OUUGawUT | w-T Pw8OUOOwW/ | POEEX kb PBOWEOD
treasurer until 1917, when she sold out to H.R. Brown. Col. Hiram Staunton OPE OO E O Bl Qutuw ©

Brown was president of RKO and of U.S. Leather. In 1946, George Walter Mapp,

Jr. and Lester Drummond, both | ocal atﬂd'rEnUeU@ngngggﬁ“t] B EPRPRY Ol OB EOED Uy E

its remaining lots in 1974 at public auction, and the company was dissolved. EOQOEWEUOUT | UwOi weuUBUUwW, EVAW" EVUEVY
Parksley was incorporated in 1904. " EOT ] W@ wooT iU

Ctrests. most of wnion were unpaved unlil EFEQMMENOUOL aus EOEWEOEL OXUOY] OL O,
members or Parksley Land and Improvement Co. associates. Much thought went E OE Lu U UOEOI O O E I U

into planning the town. Four foot strips of property were reserved around the 1" 6060l uwr EOESAVUWOEUCOWOEOI

townoés boundaries to prevent the sale of | ots adjoining the town. Each deeoc
clause forbidding the sale of alcoholic beverages on the property; otherwise the T#00OWBEMOUOGEEWI B1 EUUDYI

ownership would revert back to the Parksley Land and Improvement Co. 9 &1 VOUREVWwW | wepi 1 wdli w" EOOT 6

Some things did not go as planned. ﬁMﬁt)oomiﬂ@uﬁﬁaUs@lﬁBﬁhgéghpiﬁtwgﬁeaepuname

for the town, but it was already taken. The Sogt War desire to locate the
county seat in Parksley was defeated in a general election. The planned hospital wasf EVad OQwUbUUI U
never built in Parksley, but instead in Nassawadox. While the growth of the town
was steady, the sale of property was not the financial boon Bennett and his investors
had hoped for. Nevertheless, Parksley has been the beléveeriahn 1/ EYQuiep OUOEEwWI R1T EVUUDYI
hometown of many and continues to be one of the more active communities on the
Eastern Shore of Virginia.
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Begin and end your tour
at the Eastern Shore Railway Museum
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