
B O O S T E R S 

O 
Sing the 
alphabet song 
with your child. 

Listen to a 
rhyme and  
pick out the 
rhyming parts. 

Leave funny 
notes for your 
child and when 
he or she finds 
them, read 
them together. 

Have your 
child tell a 
story with  
a puppet. 

Point to a 
simple printed 
word and ask 
what it says. 

Read the same 
book more 
then one time.    

Let your child 
select a book 
to be read to. 

O 
Tell jokes. 
Laugh at your 
child’s joke 
even if it does 
not make 
sense. 

Read a  
folktale and 
ask your child: 
“What will 
happen next?” 

Have your 
child describe 
what’s seen 
through a 
magnifying 
lens. 

Pull out 
pictures of a 
family event.  
Have your 
child tell what 
happened. 

Print your 
child’s name at 
the bottom of 
artwork. Say 
the letters as 
you write. 

Using a 
wordless 
picture book, 
have your child 
tell a story.  
Write it down. 

Display your 
child’s attempt 
at writing in  
a special place 
in the house. 

K 
Have some  
“me time” and 
read your own 
book in front 
of your child. 

Have your 
child draw a 
picture of 
something that 
happened. 

Visit the library 
and read a 
library book 
together. 

Praise your 
child for 
correctly 
enunciating his 
or her words. 

Thank your 
child for 
helping you 
with a task. 

Read a story  
at bedtime. 

Read a familiar 
book and ask: 
“What would 
you do?” 

Do these activities with your child when he or she is 4 years or 
older to help your child develop reading skills.      

Created for the Library of Virginia using  
Milestones of Child Development: A Guide to Young Children’s Learning and Development from Birth to Kindergarten,   
a publication of Virginia Department of Social Services and an initiative of Smart Beginnings  


